Thank you for downloading Blogging 101!
You can find other free PDF downloads for writers on my
website: 100 Marketing Tips, How to Create a Newsletter,
and The Ultimate Editing List.

INTRODUCTION:
Hi! I’m Chrys Fey, and I am a writer. This PDF was originally a post on my
blog, Write with Fey. I wrote it because I love to help writers. It doesn’t
matter if a writer is new to the craft and thirsty for knowledge or a veteran
looking for ways to improve his/her craft; I want to help them all! Where
does this wish come from? From when I was young and desperate for
advice on writing, editing, and everything in-between. I would have loved to
have the information I share on my blog back then, but I had to learn it all
the hard way. And that was through years of trial and error, as well as
research. I created my blog to teach other writers what I’ve learned in the
hope that they can grow as writers.
I fully believe that writers should help, inspire, and encourage other writers.
And I don’t think we should harbor our secrets and knowledge for
ourselves. We should share it! That’s why I turned this popular post on my
blog into a PDF. I want writers to be able to download these tips and keep it
on their computer for frequent reference.
If you find the information in this PDF useful, direct other writers you know
to it so they can download it, too! LET’S PASS ON THE KNOWLEDGE! ☺

BLOGGING 101
1. Before you consider starting a blog, know what you want to blog about.
What’s your hobby? What do you enjoy talking about? What is your job?
What do you write about? What have you researched for a book? Do you
write about specific locations? Answering these questions can help you to
target topics you’ll be able to mold a blog around.

2. Have enough material. Jot down a list of possible article ideas and have
a supply of posts ready to go.

3. Decide if you want to post once a week, three times a week, or every
day. There is no right answer to this. It’s up to you and what you feel
comfortable doing. Once a week is a great start and keeps your blog
current.
TIP: Post your blogs between 5:00am and 8:00am EST for the early risers
as well as those who stop by later in the morning and throughout the day.
This is great for time differences as well.

4. Choose your start date so you can prepare your blog before it goes live
(before you start telling people about it.) This allows you time to pick the
background, the colors, the font size, and the banner. Tinker away until you
like everything.

5. Select a name for your blog that fits your overall theme. I chose Write
with Fey because I knew I’d blog about writing.

6. Fill out your Blogger profile. Have a short bio, and I do mean short. This
will go in the sidebar of your blog (and you should have the profile added
as a widget in a sidebar), so you don’t want a long bio to take up space. My
Blogger profile is maybe 20-words long. After that, add your website link in
the correct spot, fill out your interests, and upload your author photo.

A. Go to https://feedburner.google.com/. Click on the title of your blog, click
on the page at the top titled “Publicize,” and then click on “Email
Subscriptions,” which is to the left. Now click on “Delivery Options.” This is
where you can set up your time zone and schedule emails to go out to your
subscribers.
NOTE: Make sure to add the “follow by email” widget to your blog.

B. Also at https://feedburner.google.com/, click on “edit your feed,” which is
under the title of your blog at the top, and change the original feed by
adding ?max-results=10 at the end so it’ll look like this:
http://yourblogurl/feeds/posts/default?max-results=10
Why is it important to do this? Because if you don’t do it and you go over
512K for the file size, your feed won’t update with your new posts
(subscribers won’t get emails and your posts won’t go on your followers’
blog feeds). This happened to me, so do it now so you don’t have this
headache later.
NOTE: You can change the max results to anything you want, but your
feed is not an archive, it’s an update for your content.

7. At the end of every post, ask a question, ask readers to subscribe to
your blog, ask them to go to your Facebook page or Twitter, ask them to do
something! Some readers don’t know what to add to a post, but if you give
them a question to answer they will most likely leave a comment.

8. Don’t forget to add labels to your posts. On Blogger, there is a box titled
“Labels” to the right when you’re creating a post. Click on it, type in all the
labels that qualify for your post, and separate them with commas. If your
post is about writing, you can you these labels: writing, writing tips, how to
write a novel, etc.

9. When you have a few posts on your blog, you can add “Categories” to
your blog. Here is how you can do it:
• Go to “Layout” on your Blogger Dashboard and click “Add a
Gadget” on your blog’s layout format.
• A small page will pop up, scroll down until you see “Labels,” and
click it.
• A new small page will appear. Create a title, which can simply be
“Categories.”
• If you want to use certain labels, click “Selected Labels” and then
click “Edit.” Check off which labels you want to appear, click
“Done” and then “Save.”
• Now move your gadget anywhere you want it on your blog layout.
Click “Save arrangement” at the top of the page and view your
blog. There will be clickable links for your readers to visit and read
all the posts under that category (the labels from #9).

10. Add pictures to your blog. Pictures help to break up the content and can
make a post more interesting. You can take your own pictures or you can
try this:
• Start by doing your search in Google Images.
• Once the images appear, click “setting,” which is to the right on a
row beneath the search bar.
• A drop-down box will appear with “Advanced Search” as an option.
Click on it.
• At the bottom of the page you’ll see Usage Rights. Click on the
down arrow for the drop-down box and pick the last option: Free to
use, share, or modify, even commercially. Save this.
• Then go back to the images. You are now looking at the images
that you can use freely without having to worry about copyright or
attribution, but you still have to check the source as some images
have limits.
TIP: Pixabay and Pexels are two great sources for free images.

11. If you struggle to find content for your blog, try Nikki Pilkington’s 30 Day
Blogging Challenge, which is sold as an eBook.

12. Add other gadgets to your blog to attract more readers and gain more
followers, such as: Popular Posts, Blog Archive, Search Box, and Share
Buttons. You can find all of these under “Gadgets” on the “Layout” page.

13. Add pages to your blog. If you scroll up to the top of my blog, you’ll see
my pages: How to Write a Novel, Writing About, and more. To create your
own pages, click “Pages” in the left sidebar on your Blogger Dashboard.
Then click “new page.” Do what you’d usually do for a post.

If you want to use a post that’s already published on your blog, or link to a
page off your blog, such as your newsletter opt-in page, go to “Layout” on
the left sidebar. Look for the “Pages” gadget on your blog’s layout. Click
“edit.” From here, click “add external link,” create a page title, and input the
link for the page you want on your blog.
Also from the “Pages” gadget you can rearrange the order of the pages and
make sure that the new page you added is included. To do this, all you
have to do is make sure the new page has a check in the box next to it.

TIP: Every four to six months, try to change up your blog by rearranging
your gadgets or adding new pictures. This makes it fresh for frequent
visitors.

14. When you publish a post, share it on Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn, and
any other social media site, including forums and Yahoo Groups. You can
also add it to Mix.com. You’ll need to create a free account and click “add a
page” to share your post’s URL. This will make it possible for people to
stumble upon your blog post. https://mix.com/

15. To get more readers, you can:
• Join the Insecure Writer’s Support Group and participate in the
monthly blog hop that happens on the first Wednesday. I’ve met
many talented writers through this group.
http://www.insecurewriterssupportgroup.com/
• Submit to Blog Carnivals. My favorite is from The Writing Reader
called Carnival of Creativity. http://www.thewritingreader.com/blog/
• Publish half of your article to OnTopList and direct them to the rest
of the post by leaving the link at the bottom and enticing them to
keep reading.

Example: For five more tips, follow this link.
https://www.ontoplist.com/
• Add your blog to blog directories. For blog directories go to:
https://www.searchenginejournal.com/20-essential-blogdirectories-to-submit-your-blog-to/

TIP #1: The more blogs you comment on and follow, the more comments
and followers you’ll get.

TIP #2: When you get comments, reply back to them on your blog. Doing
this shows other visitors that you’re active and that you appreciate
comments. Some bloggers would disagree, though, saying it’s a waste of
time as readers don’t usually follow comments. It’s really up to you. I do get
replies to my replies.

TIP #3: Return the favor to anyone who comments on your blog by going to
their blog and commenting back. This will help you to build relationships.

TIP #4: After you get to know other bloggers, ask them if you can offer a
guest post. Many bloggers accept guest posts, and if you create good
content for them, their readers may visit your blog.

TIP #5: If you host guests on your blog, schedule their posts beforehand,
which you can do when you’re composing the post. Take it from me...it
sucks to be a guest and not have your guest post go up when it should.

After you’ve blogged for a while, or even before you begin blogging, you
may struggle with what you should blog about. If you have to create a few
posts every week, your well of ideas may end up dry.

Here is a list of blog ideas you can do:
• Write about a topic you know.
• Join a weekly meme or two. Check out:
Celebrate the Small Things created by Vik Lit (Friday).
What’s Up Wednesday created by Jaime Morrow and Erin Funk
• Create your own special features to fit your personality, such as Weird
Word Wednesday, Friday Funnies, etc. If you have a theme for certain
days, you'll be able to come up with ideas.
• If you’re a writer, join the Insecure Writer’s Support Group. We post the
first Wednesday of every month.
• Sign up for blog hops. When you get to know more bloggers you will
come across blog hops in a variety of topics. These are quite fun to do.

More Ideas:
• Host guests for guest posts.
• Host authors for blog tours.
• Share your poetry/short stories.
• Write about your childhood/school memories.
• Review movies, books, music.
• Interview people.
• Create profiles on famous individuals.

• Host giveaways/contests.
• Answer commonly asked questions about your niche.
• Share 20 random facts about yourself.
• Update readers on your progress toward a goal.
• Talk about your hobby (gardening, painting, writing, etc.)
• Top Lists (Top Ten Favorite Books, Movies, etc.)
• Talk about your pets.
• “What if...”
• 7 reasons why...
• Tell your readers about your vacations/travels.
• Discuss world news.
• Write opinion pieces.
• Share recipes
• Quotes
• Art projects for kids
• DIY projects
• Parenting stories
• Homeschooling tips
• Share your photography/art.
• Give a history/mythology lesson.
• Tell a personal story about a recent holiday.
• Write health pieces.
• Share inspirational stories

• Share a joke.
• Ask your readers what they’d like to see you blog about.

There really is no right way to blog, but if you follow these tips, you will
have a blog you can be proud of. Just remember that getting followers and
comments takes time.

Please sign up for my FREE monthly newsletter, Chrys’
Chronicles. Newsletters will be sent monthly to share book news,
author updates, and occasional prizes/giveaways.
~*~
You can download a FREE Thank You Gift immediately after
confirming subscription. (optional)
~*~
*All info submitted in this form will be kept private and will only be
used to deliver these newsletters. You can also unsubscribe at
any time.

To sign up for Chrys’ Chronicles, go to the sign up form.

A word about the author…
Chrys Fey is the author of the Disaster Crimes series, a unique concept
blending romance, crimes, and disasters. Write with Fey: 10 Sparks to
Guide You from Idea to Publication is her non-fiction guide for writers.
She’s partnered with the Insecure Writer’s Support Group and runs their
Goodreads book club. She’s also an editor for Dancing Lemur Press.
Fey realized she wanted to write by watching her mother pursue
publication. At the age of twelve, she started her first novel, which
flourished into a series she later rewrote at seventeen.
Fey lives in Florida and is always on the lookout for hurricanes. She has
four cats and three nephews; both keep her entertained with their antics.
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